
N8 AgriFood combines world-leading crop and soil research 
from the eight most research intensive universities in 
the North of England.  ADAS are an applied research and 
consultancy company with a long history of providing 
innovative solutions to improve food production. 

N8 AgriFood are working with the ADAS led Yield 
Enhancement Network (YEN) to bring the farming industry 
and academic scientists together to focus on the challenge 
of increasing crop productivity from healthy soils.

The UK has plentiful resources for crop production, with 
potential yields much higher than current yields, yet only 
modest progress has been made in increasing yields for 
over 20 years. The ADAS led YEN is a network of farmers, 
farm industries and applied scientists which is trying to 
understand why. 

Working with the YEN, the farming industry has identified 
that understanding, measuring and ensuring soil health is 
essential to the development of sustainable and profitable 
crop production systems. 

 “The aim of 
this workshop 
is to develop 

applied research 
projects involving 
academic/industry 
collaborations to 
provide solutions 

to overcome these 
challenges”

www.n8agrifood.ac.uk

Increasing crop productivity through 
understanding and improving soil health

Friday 31st March 2017         10am - 2pm
National Agri-Food Innovation Campus, Sand Hutton, YO41 1LZ



Challenges include:
� Manipulating soil biology to enhance the crop production

� Improving applied nutrient use efficiency through soil 
management

� Reducing crop damage by soil pathogens

� Improving soil health using crop rotation

Agenda:
� Introduction N8 AgriFood and ADAS

� Yield Enhancement Network (YEN) concept  
and YEN findings so far

� Short summaries on the current scientific 
knowledge (N8 AgriFood) and practical implications 
(ADAS/Industry) for each knowledge gap area

� Funding schemes available 

� Facilitated workshop to identify projects addressing 
knowledge gaps leading to applied solutions

We hope you can join us at this free workshop.  
To confirm your attendance please register at:  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/increasing-crop-
productivity-through-understanding-improving-soil-
health-tickets-31750859676. 
 
Please note that this event is invitation only. If you are 
unable to attend but believe that a suitable colleague 
in your organisation would be able to. Please contact 
stephen.oyston@n8agrifood.ac.uk.

N8 AgriFood includes:  
Durham University, Lancaster University,  
The University of Leeds, The University of Liverpool, 
The University of Manchester, Newcastle University, 
The University of Sheffield and The University of York.   
www.n8agrifood.ac.uk

YEN: www.yen.adas.co.uk

ADAS: www.adas.uk
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