
BACKGROUND
Meeting the challenge of how can data can be more effectively 
utilised to ensure traceable and transparent supply chains in the 
support of sustainable business models is a key priority for industry. 

The proposed focussed objectives of the event are to:

�� Review the state of the art in the traceability  
of international supply chains

�� Identify how traceability and transparency of supply  
chains adds business value and drives data needs

�� Define tracking technology, data and partnership needs 

�� Assess the impact of next generation technologies  
such as blockchain and

�� Propose innovative collaborations and applications  
to improve transparency, security and governance

WHAT ARE INDUSTRY  
INNOVATION FORUMS?
IIFs are facilitated workshops bringing together expert 
researchers working on business critical areas within  
the global food supply chain with industry and other  
external stakeholders.

The aim is to catalyse and develop collaborative research 
projects between industry and the N8 universities. We follow 
up on all forum activity, and actively involve signed up 
partners in identified project groups which are externally  
or internally funded. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
�� Sustainability and Social Responsibility  

Managers/Professionals

�� Supply Chain and Procurement Managers

�� Food safety and compliance officers

�� Data and research & development managers

�� Marketing and communications managers

Improving traceability  
and transparency in  
global supply chains 
Enhancing food safety and sustainability with the latest science and technologies
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INDUSTRY INNOVATION FORUM

ABOUT N8 AGRIFOOD
N8 is a collaboration of the eight most research-intensive 
universities in the North of England: Durham, Lancaster, 
Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Sheffield and York. 

We are looking at how to grow food more sustainably, supply 
chain resilience and the way we behave as consumers of food. 
Work across the partnership is incredibly diverse, currently 
ranging from disease diagnostics, sensor technology, weed 
and pest control and precision engineering through to supply 
chains and environmental governance in agri-food systems 
and how consumer behaviour impacts on food waste, and 
resource use.  Close collaboration with industry stakeholders is 
crucial to the success of the research work undertaken.

www.n8agrifood.ac.uk

N8 AgriFood supply chain  
technical committee
The content and focus of this interactive Forum has been 
developed in close consultation with industry and is chaired by 
Emma Keller, Agricultural Commodities Manager at WWF-UK.

TO REGISTER, PLEASE CONTACT
Malou Lindholm 
Events & Business Engagement Manager, N8 AgriFood

E: malou.lindholm@n8agrifood.ac.uk

T: +44 (0)1904 328937


